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East New York meets East Hampton

By LINDA ARMSTRONG
Special to the AmNews

“License to Dream" is a musical that
shows that no matter where you grow up,
if given the opportunity and the right to
dream, anyone will aspire to achieve. Just
because you grow up surrounded by pov-
erty, drugs, graffiti and crime doesn't
mean that you can't want better for your-
self It doesn't mean that you can't take a
talent like the ability to dance and im-
prove on it and dream of being a great
dancer one day.

This is a lesson that six youth, are
shown in "License to Dream." The char-
acters — Shantelle, Aleem, Tyrone,
Rashid, Nona and Taneisha — are from
the East New York section of Brooklyn
and are taken 80 miles away to a dance
camp in East Hampton, Long Island.
Candid video tape demonstrates the dras-
tic differences in these environments, as
one sees the beautiful homes of East
Hampton and shop-lined streets compared
to the graffiti covered, dilapidated build-
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All Stars youth, Franceli Chapman (left) with Jeremy Smith

from The Parsons Dance Company in License to Dream.
(Photo Ron Glassman)

Young performers from the All Stars Project and members of The Parsons Dance
Company in License to Dream at the All Stars Project on West 42nd Street.
(Photo Ron Glassman)

ings and housing projects in East New
York.

These young people come in contact
with six dance instructors and, at first,
want to show that they don't need to be
taught to dance — they have rhythm, soul
and moves. They come in combative but
are slowly won over by the instructors,
who ask them have they ever dreamed of
flying and explain that dancing is the
closest thing to flying. As two weeks pass
at the camp, these young people learn to
soar with their bodies and their minds.

This production brings together the
talents of six youth from the All Stars
Talent Show Network — Peter Graham,
Rodnel Janvier, Tianna Brown, Shakimah
White, Aaron Lewis, and Franceli Chap-
man — along with six dancers from The
Parsons Dance Company. "License to
Dream" was conceived, written and di-

rected by Fred Newman, who also wrote
the lyrics, and has choreography by David
Parsons, with music by David Truskinoff.

Though the show moves quickly, last-
ing less than an hour, the audience is al-
lowed to dramatically see how the stu-
dents drop their defensive behavior and
allow themselves to dream and learn how
to dance and move gracefully. There is
definitely an inspiring message in this
work. They also learn that dancing means
hard work. This musical is the first project
of the All Stars Project's Artists Commit-
tee, chaired by former American Ballet
Theatre prima ballerina, Susan Jaffe.

"License to Dream" is playing a lim-
ited number of performances June 16-19
at the All Stars Project, located at 543 W.
42nd St. (between 10th and 11th ave-
nues). Tickets are $20/30 and can be or-
dered by calling (212) 941-1234.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


